
Hemingford Grey Parish Council
c/o Robin.Waters@HemingfordGreyParishCouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Eric Butler
Chair, Development Management Committee
Huntingdonshire District Council

c/o  Anthony.Roberts@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

Dear Cllr Butler

Ref HDC Development Management Committee 14th October 2019

As vice chair of the Hemingford Grey Parish Council Planning Committee I have been asked to write 
to you to apologise for neither our chair, Anne Meredith or myself being able to attend your meeting 
on 14th October and to re‐iterate our Council’s objections to the application 19/01168/FUL for 
amendments to the ‘water based activity centre allowed by appeal’.

We have full agendas for our Planning Committee and Parish Council meetings on the same evening 
and are currently short of 3 councillors as well. However, our District Councillor, Doug Dew, (who is 
also on our Parish Council) will be able to speak on behalf of the many residents who have contacted 
him as well as the PC.  We hope that you will also take into account this written submission which 
reinforces our objections and will allow Cllr Riva Elliot to speak on behalf of HGPC at the meeting.  
Riva is fully aware of the background to this application and the residents concerns about it.

At our planning committee meeting in August we noted that the applicants were present but did not 
wish to speak in support of their application although they had previously clarified some details.  We 
are also disappointed in the way in which this application appears on the HDC web site with no 
immediate references to ‘Related Cases’ – perhaps because the address has changed from Long Lane 
Lake to Lake Ashmore?  

The substantive planning reasons for objecting were: 
 

That the buildings on site represent a much larger area than that allowed by the 
Appeals Inspector, and cannot see why this is justified other than by the publicly 
declared use as a café which apparently, but unbelievably, needs no planning 
permission?  

That the appearance of the main portacabin is not in keeping with the semi-rural 
nature of the area despite being clearly visible from a very well used public 
footpath.

HGPC therefore asked that, if HDC is minded to approve the application, there 
should be conditions that the portacabins have more suitable colours (please not 
BLACK as suggested by the officers!) and that they should be limited to a single 
storey. Suitable landscaping and planting should also be specified.

Turning to the officers’ recommendations we make the following observations:

7.3   Policy LP10 - This development does adversely affect the use and enjoyment of 
FP9 by many residents.

7.4   Policy LP23 – there can be no doubt that the use of the whole lake as a ‘water 
based activity centre’ (application wording) as distinct from ‘installation of a 



wakeboarding cable and changing rooms’ as per the allowed appeal, cannot but 
adversely affect the designated wildlife site. (note that the wakeboard cable is confined 
to the western end of the lake as allowed)

7.5   Similarly the officers’ statement that ‘The proposal does not include any increase in 
the proposed water sports’ is clearly wrong – it has changed from just a ‘wakeboard 
cable’ to ‘water-based activity centre’ with open water swimming and paddle 
boarding being widely advertised!

7.7   The planning officers are doubtless following the letter of the law (subject to 7.5 
above) but our residents simply do not believe that HDC takes its enforcement 
responsibilities seriously – presumably pleading staff turnover and austerity?  

7.16   While we are unaware of any serious complaints about noise from the normal 
activities on the site, we have been made aware of the industrial strength burglar alarm 
blaring across the countryside in the early hours on several occasions.  This has been 
reported to the environmental health officer but seems to have been completely 
overlooked in the officers’ report. 

More positively HGPC notes that the access to Gore Tree Road is now made up to the 
CCC specifications.

HGPC also notes that the officers are recommending approval subject to all of the 
existing conditions as well as the additional conditions on the appearance of the 
portacabins.  This is the least that could be done to alleviate the concerns of many 
residents of what should soon become an even quieter village. 

HGPC asks this committee not to approve this application but to enforce 
adherence to permissions already granted and the conditions already 
attached. 

Please bring this letter to the attention of the committee members for their deliberations and 
understand the depth of feeling in the village about this development and the applicants’ total 
disregard for due process.  

Yours sincerely

Robin Waters

Vice Chair, Hemingford Grey Parish Council

robin.waters@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk   07833 901680

 


